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MYP5

DP Introduction EVENING

November 2015

Agenda

1. The Diploma Programme worldwide

2. The DP structure and course options

3. Initiatives

4. Universities
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What you need to know 
about the IB and the 
Diploma Programme

-

...The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, 
knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a 

better and more peaceful world through intercultural

understanding and respect...
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...Our programmes encourage students across the world to 
become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who 

understand that other people, with their differences, can 
also be right....

How the IB develops its 
curriculum
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What are people saying

“…It not only gives children an international “…It not only gives children an international 

perspective to their education, but also 

focuses on how to be a learner. I am not just 

delivering them facts but how they will best 

learn what they want to know…”

- Sarah Pepper ISD Principal, Ireland.

“

School, UK.

“

“...I have absolutely no doubt that the IB is 

better than the national curriculum. The 

breadth of subjects allows students to be 

much better prepared for life beyond 

school...”

- Paul Coates,  CAS  coordinator and 

House Master,  Sidcot International 

School, UK.

IB “...Skills I learned through IB will continue to put me in good stead for the rest of my life. IB 

gave me the peace of mind and confidence in my abilities. University is still a 

lot  of work, but I know no matter how high the bar is set, I will be able to make the jump...”

- Lindsey Fielding Croft, former student at Park View Education Centre, Canada.

Growth approx’ 10% per year
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The IB across 
the world

SUISSE        AEM 41 15 11 35

The IB Learner Profile

Balanced

You recognise the
importance of caring
for yourself, balancing
your physical,
emotional and
intellectual self.
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Haut Lac and the IB

Haut Lac Bilingual International School 

An IB World School since April 2002

A pilot school for Film

IB examiners and a workshop leader on staff

Workshops for Swiss DP schools – Visual 
Arts & SSST to date

ALL official 5 year evaluations successfull
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Subjects and combinations

The Hexagon

Business
Economics
Geography
History

Mathematics HL
Mathematics SL
Mathematical Studies**

Film**
Visual Arts**
Music**

Biology
Chemistry
Physics
Design & Technology**
Sports Science**

Language B, 
Language ab initio,

Literature
Language & Literature
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Standard & Higher Level

• Students typically take 3 HL 
and 3 SL

• Language ab initio Sports 
Science & language A self-
study at SL only

The Core

• Theory of Knowledge (TOK)

• Extended Essay (EE)

• Creativity, Action & Service 
(CAS)
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Bonus points (0 to 3) - NEW

How are students assessed?

• External examinations at the end of two years

• Assessed by an international board of 
examiners

• Continuous internal assessment component

• Subjects scored on a 1 - 7 scale

• Further 3 points for TOK and EE
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Points

• Each subject is assessed in its own way, then 

graded with a score of 1-7

– 6 x 7 = 42 points

• Up to 3 bonus points are awarded for TOK & EE

– 42 + 3 = 45 points

• Diploma awarded with 24 points

• No extra points are awarded for CAS, but a student 

must complete their CAS programme

The DP CAS programme

Students must partake in three types of experiences

• Creativity

• Activity 

• Service 

All experiences must be researched, planned and 
monthly reflections have to be written!
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The CAS Project

• Students must 

– initiate it

– develop skills through it

– collaborate with other students/wider community

• The project must 

– Involve at least one strand of CAS (C/A/S)

– follow the five stages of CAS

– be at least one month long and be written up 

(report)

Subject documentation-homework

CLICK



11/19/2015

12

Haut Lac &The Diploma Programme

University Destinations

CLICK
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Performance overview

2010 - On average we were 3.5 points above world 
totals

2011 - On average we were 1.7 points above world 
totals

2012 - On average we were 1.5 points above world totals.

2013 - On average we were 1.4 points above world totals.

2014 - On average we were 2 points above world totals.

UNIVERSITY - Vast majority ALWAYS get their 1st university 
choices.

2015 - On average we were 5 points above world totals.

Possible combinations
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A possible Diploma route-Eng

• English A

• French B

• Geography

• Physics

• Maths

• Art

• TOK, Ext Essay & CAS

A possible Diploma route-Fre

• French A

• English B

• Economics

• Biology (Fr)

• Maths (Fr)

• Chemistry

• ToK (Fr), Ext Essay & CAS
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The science specialist

Highers Standards

Physics

Chemistry

Mathematics

English A 

French B

Economics

The language specialist

Maths Studies

Biology

History

English A

French A

German B

Highers Standards
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The “all-rounder”

Standards

Maths Studies 

English B

Film

French A

Economics

Biology

Highers

Getting more information
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www.ibo.org

University Recognition

First go to www.ibo.org
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Statistical Bulletin 

And finally . . . . . . .
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Support initiatives

• Consider professional work experience
between DP1 and DP2

• Focused exam support with Kognity
(formerly Lanterna online) 

www.kognity.com

• Partnership with Lanterna to offer IB 
Diploma (DP2) worshops this easter.

• SAT prep courses with IvyEd

John CARL

universityclub@haut-lac.ch

Our School!



11/19/2015

21

Q & A

Higher 

Education
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Higher Education

ADVANTAGE of multiple applications

Example: Economics

�12 possible applications ranging from 24 to 

38+ points

- UCAS: 5 applications

- Switzerland: HEC, Unige, Heig-vd

- Holland: University of Maastricht

- France: HEC ou ESC

- Canada: McGill

Admission criteria

Vary according to:

a) Country: - fixed criteria

- differientiated

b) Institution: - selective?

c) Subject (plus a & b)
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Subject-relative selection

Very selective: Engineering

Medecine

Veterinary Sciences

Selective: Architecture

Academic subjects: 

ex: history, economics, etc.

Some constant criteria

Medicine: biology, chemistry, maths

Economics: maths, language A

Sport science: biology

Architecture: maths and physics (art)
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An appropriate choice of 
subjects

The questions you need to ask 
yourselves…

Country: where do I want to study/work?

Subject: what do I want to study (which subjects

can I do without)?

Admissions requirements: what are they?

- Subject specific (HL 666)

- Point specific (32pts) +/- Bonus points

It can be difficult to go back on certain choices
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Switzerland & France

Fixed criteria

&

Selective institutions

(EPFL, Grandes Ecoles, etc.)

Swiss Universities (www.crus.ch)

• You need a Science or Maths HL

• Maths Studies, Design Technology, Music, 
Art & Film and sport science are not 
recognized

• 32 points out of 42

• EPFL, 38/42 and not Biology

• French/German exam ? 
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French Universities 

• Université d’état

• 24 points, no interview with a French 
passport

• Grande écoles - dossier

• Maths/Science HL –

sometimes all 3 sciences

• Language Skills

British universities

A differentiated system
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GB knows the IB

• Generally want 24, 28, 30, 32, 36 
points

• Oxbridge, LSE 38-40

• Oxbridge 25% application success rate

• UCAS 

• Home fees

• No student loans

Revised UCAS tarifs

‘A*’ at A level - 140 pts 
‘A’ at A level – 120 pts
3 x ’A’ student would have 
360 points.

IB Certificates

IB Diploma 
points

UCAS 
Tariff

45 720

44 698

43 676

42 654

41 632

40 611

39 589

38 567

37 545

36 523

35 501

34 479

33 457

32 435

31 413

30 392

29 370

28 348

27 326

26 304

25 282

24 260

Higher Level Standard Level Core

7 130 7 70 3 120

6 110 6 59 2 80

5 80 5 43 1 40

4 50 4 27 0 10

3 20 3 11 
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British Universities 

• Centralised system: UCAS

• Offers from 24 points in some subjects

To 42

• Some subjects sometimes required: eg: 
Economics might require Maths at HL 
plus English A

• Some subjects preferred

• Requirements could include 18 or 19 
points at HL

IBDP comparison : A level – US 
university credits

A level document from www.ibsca.org.uk

Open document

‘Credit hours’ from Virginia Tech (to compare IBDP and APs). This is an 
example only and is presented here as indicative only.

Open page
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American universities

A differentiated system

Colleges in the USA 

• US Colleges like the Diploma
“The IB is well known to us as excellent preparation.  Success in an IB

program correlates well with success at Harvard. We are pleased to see

the credentials of the IB Diploma Program on the transcript”

Harvard University

“One of the advantages of an IB curriculum is its structure and quality.

It’s a coordinated program, well established, well known, and well

respected. We think the IB curriculum is terrific”

Duke University
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A holistic approach

IB points not mentionned but SATs and 
ACTS important

Approach of subjects: difficulty is considered

SATs, SATs subject specific & ACTs

• SATs, ACTs: the vast majority of US 
universities request them but not always with 
an IB

• Students must prepare for and take these 
examinations in advance.

• Often only one test per calendar month 
(except summer months).

• To be taken in local centres.
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Other University Options

Europe has a broad range of 
excellent  universities.

Courses are very often in 
English

Costs are very competitive.

Access is easier

What Can You Study 

in Europe?

There are currently nearly 700 programmes 

taught in English

‐ Biosciences

‐ Business/Management

‐ Communication Management

‐ Digital Media/Gaming

‐ Engineering

‐ Environmental Science

‐ Hospitality & Tourism

‐ International Law
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What Can You Study 

in Europe?

‐ International Relations/Politics

‐ IT & Software

‐ Media & Entertainment Management

‐ Medicine

- Nutrition

‐ Performing Arts

‐ Physiotherapy

‐ Psychology

‐ Sports Science

‐ Veterinary Science

ESADE
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Instituto de Empresa

Maastricht University
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University of Amsterdam

University of Bocconi
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We recommend that 

you verify 

the exact entry criteria

with the

university or institution

Estelle Choley-Kovacevic - Higher Education Counsellor 
HAUT-LAC Bilingual International school

69

Criteria

Resources

League tables

GB:
The Guardian
The Sunday Times

World Ranking:

The Times Higher Education

http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/world-
university-rankings/2013-14/world-ranking

Estelle Choley-Kovacevic Conseillère d'Orientation Ecole 
Internationale Bilingue de Haut-Lac
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Estelle Choley-Kovacevic Conseillère d'Orientation Ecole 
Internationale Bilingue de Haut-Lac

Estelle Choley-Kovacevic Conseillère d'Orientation Ecole 
Internationale Bilingue de Haut-Lac
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Estelle Choley-Kovacevic Conseillère d'Orientation Ecole 
Internationale Bilingue de Haut-Lac

Resources

US

The Common app

Collegeapps
https://www.commonapp.org/Login

http://collegeapps.about.com/

Europe

Bachelor Portal
http://www.bachelorsportal.eu/

Estelle Choley-Kovacevic Conseillère d'Orientation Ecole 
Internationale Bilingue de Haut-Lac
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Estelle Choley-Kovacevic Conseillère d'Orientation Ecole 
Internationale Bilingue de Haut-Lac

Estelle Choley-Kovacevic Conseillère d'Orientation Ecole 
Internationale Bilingue de Haut-Lac
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Estelle Choley-Kovacevic Conseillère d'Orientation Ecole 
Internationale Bilingue de Haut-Lac

Resources for a UK 

application

Estelle Choley-Kovacevic - Higher Education Counsellor 
HAUT-LAC Bilingual International school

78
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Resources for a US 
application

Estelle Choley-Kovacevic - Higher Education Counsellor 
HAUT-LAC Bilingual International school

79

Scholarships and 

bursaries

Estelle Choley-Kovacevic - Higher Education Counsellor 
HAUT-LAC Bilingual International school

80
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The HL student

handbook

Estelle Choley-Kovacevic - Higher Education Counsellor 
HAUT-LAC Bilingual International school

81

The international 

student
Le monde est votre campus!

The world is your campus!

La préparation est 

essentielle. 

Preparation is essential.

Nous sommes là pour vous aider!

We are here to help!

Estelle Choley-Kovacevic - Higher Education Counsellor 
HAUT-LAC Bilingual International school

82
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There is a place for everyone!

Allow plenty of time

Do plenty of research

Be prepared to invest effort – almost 

like another IB !subject


